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Sophie Lui has taken the

fabries of the Exst and blended them

with French chass to create bedding

any Austratian will love to deess thelr
roans with.

Born in Vietnam to a Cambodian
family who had fled the ruthless
Cembodian dictator Pel Pot, Sophie
spant her garly childhood Fving with
har mothar and brother in Paris.

Migrating to Australia when she was
nine years old, she was munited with
othar family members.

As a child Sophie diew clothes
and models a5 she watched her

“Td abways wanted to oot into
fashicn but Felt it was too competitive,
50 decided to twn my foow to the
home and create fashion or art pinces
for the bedmom,” she says.

While werking in fathion retail for
10 years, Sophée kept up ber drawing
&5 & hebby, and spent time locking at
standand bedding ranges that wen
available, snd considered how she
could have an impact in this area.

It was on meeting Dale Crawfoed,
who became her business and Life
partnes, that she was encouraged to
ghve up full-time work and pursue her
passion.

She started a degree In textile
design but decidad after 3 year to
dafer studying. With the help of the
government's  Natienal Industries
Extersion Servica (NIES), she made 2
business plan to follow her desam.

designs, and knew it was what she
wanted to rependuce bn ber Ange.

“The first thing | made was 2 quilt
caver far Dale Frem a kimono 1 found,”
she says.

Colsurful history
£ simgle bedsprrad i broeght to ife with
the vibrancy of the dsign work (left)

Darling buds
Matesials used are alive with sxmisite
detall Cfar righth

lxid across a bad's width or length.
“Taxture and simplicity are the keys
to my wark,” Sophie says.
“T caefolly select all the bosder
eolewrs for each piece to complement
the feature fabric.

aesthetically beautiful and simple. T
want the fabric to make the statement,
not be overwhelmed by the designs.”

As well as runner and cushion sets,
Sophie makes Japanese floor cushions
using light, fresh fabrics.

“Every fabric T use I have to fall in
love with. They are artworks in

tves,” she says.

Many of the fabrics used are
Japanese, and most are vintage.
Being a talented artist, Sophie would
like to create a limited range of linen
printed with her own floral designs.

“It's important to me to make
something that is timeless and
elegant,” she says.

Sophie is lable for c

Early start
Sophie Lui was inspired as a girl
watching her mother sew (top left)

G addition

or can design a complete interior, such
as the one she did for the Japanese
Mountain Retreat, in Montroe,

A range of Sophies designs can be
seen at www.sophielui.com, or phone
0405 318 330 for more details.

Japanese prints feature strongly in the
runners and cushion covers (above left)

Double up
Sophie’s runners can be laid across a
Ibed's width or length (top)



