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Let there
be light,
or shade

t's curtains for insulation
and blind luck for screening
light, writes Shaynna Blaze

INDOWS have gone
throwgh dramatic
transformations in the past

five years.

Modem style rends have
increased the area of glass on our
walls and the focus on outdoor living
has resulted in greater use of large
expansive openings of bi-fold and
slidimg doors,

Our outdloor areas have become
such a large focus and reduced our
wall space, which has limited areas
availahle for hanging artworks and
positioning the TV and cabineury.

This has made window treatments
an integral and more significant
element of our imerior schemes.

Curtains and blinds scem 1o be the
simple and obvious chowces, but they
present hidden headaches when it's
time o make a selection,

With the lurge openings come
guestions. Do you or don’t you cover
them up —and if you do, what styles
do you choose?

Limitations are put on us belore
we make any decisions. These
include manufaciirers” widihs of
fabrics. the amount of room to hang
cur blinds or curtains, and doors
leading ouiside where once there
were just windows,

Blinds

WHETHER Huolland, roman or
security screens, you need to
consider the restrictions of mounting

gither on or inside the window frame,

The advantage of mounting inside
the frame 15 having the material
closer 1o the glass, which is better for
trapping heat and Keeping out cold

The disadvantage is that because
of the brackets the blind never goes
the full width of the glass, so you will
always get light through the edges.

Mounting blinds on the frame
creates the opposite challenges. As
the hlind extends over the frames, the
light blockage is better. Bul as the
fabric 1s Turther away from the glass,
insulaing properties are reduced,

There are limits to the widths of
your blinds because of fabric widths
and stability of the mechanisms,

Curtains

LISING heavy backing will give vou
great insulating qualities. but be
aware that when they are open you
necd at least SO0mm either side of
the window (depending on window
size), This is so they can “*stack™ out
of the way and not obstruct the view
through the window,

Double glazing

IF Y OU wanl o Keep that expansive
view and not have 1o worry about
window treatments. look at double-
glazing.

Double-glazed windows reduce
noise and heating costs, but the price
can be of f-putting, so yvou need 1o
weigh up the cost (o the benefit

I you are inner-city ina high
traffic area, the benefits will far
outweigh the costs,

Window treatments are usually
bought at initial build stage and then
only changed in a full renovation or
when you move into a home and
wanl o make il yours.

Make sure you look at all the
details of your window treatments
hecause a mistake can be expensive.
Shaynna Blaze's column appears
every fartnight.

Visit www.shaynnablaze.com

Comfort zones:
(clockwise from
far left)
Consider double
glazing on large
expanses of
windows.
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If you are after
full blockout
from window
treatment,
curtains are
your best
option.

Fabrics from Mokum.
Be aware of
gaps of light
when blinds are
hung inside
window frames.
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rom $354,500

Brand New Luxury

1& 2 Bedroom Apartments

* First home buyers grant may apply*
*  [Full security basement carpark
with direct |ift access and storage

locker provided
* Penthouses also available

*  Luxuriously appointed finishes

= Vast living/dining areas

* Selected apartrments with 2 bathrooms
& large terraces up to 92sgm

= Stunning northerly aspects

* Superbly located with shopping, cafes
and restaurants at your door

* Rent Guarantee up to $420 p/wk
(1 bdrm) & $510 p/wk (2 bdrm)

* Substantial Stamp Duty savings

* gyihject o elgibibty
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